
How to
organize a
virtual
seed bank



INTRODUCTION

There are large national and international seed
banks charged with ensuring that our collective
seed legacy lives on for future generations. 

Seed banks are about long-term preservation
and about sharing seed season to season. For
this reason, they’re sometimes called “seed
libraries.” 



TO  PROTECT  AND  H IGHL IGHT  THE  VALUE

OF  LOCAL  B IO -D IVERS I T Y

TO  REA L I Z E  A  COMMON  EUROPEAN

PRACT ICE  ABOUT  OLD  SEED  PRESERVAT ION

TO  EDUCATE  COMMUN I T I E S  ON  SEED

IDENT I F ICAT ION ,  SAV ING  AND  COLLECT ION ,  

 PROMOT ING  THE  CUSTODY  PROCESS

Virtual seed banks serve as a virtual space to exchange

knowledge about old seeds implementing the process of

online swap

These banks have several aims:
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EDUCAT ING  TO  SAVE

SEEDS  AND  HOW  TO

CONNECT  THEM  TO

OUR  HISTORY  OF

SEED  AS  A  SHARED

PUBL IC  RESOURCE

THROUGH  V IRTUAL

BANKS

WHAT ARE THE BENEFITS



Virtual seed banks require people with complementary skills,
resources, and knowledge: skilled gardeners, veteran seed
savers, webmasters and social media manager to create this
virtual space that will help with the promotion through posts on
social media channels, ads in local news outlets, fliers at food co-
ops, and emails.
Also consider recruiting bio-diversity experts and information
management professionals. 

The co-founders of virtual seed banks can provide organizational
systems for tracking the seeds and people involved, and help
publicize the project by linking you to their network of contacts
and customers.



• online space and domain selection and ongoing
management
• logo and name of website selection
• website creation
• brand identity creation
• web site access and/or membership system
• seeds inventory management and tracking

For the specific organizational needs
of a virtual seed bank you need:



The website will have an educational space managed
by the co-founders of the community of seed savers.
All virtual banks require an inventory of memberships
and a photogallery of seeds that can be saved and
exchanged.

We need to teach people the techniques and
importance of saving seeds so they can choose to take
a more active role in your local seed system. 

Encourage Seed Saving and
Sharing online



Virtual seed banks are a way to exchange knowledge
on ancient seeds, to preserve and/or grow them. 
Members of the virtual community will be
encouraged to share their tips and suggestions about
the collection and preservation of ancient seeds
through posts and feedbacks: the aim is to increase
the number of seed savers that can share their
experience to people on internet. 

Tips and suggestions among seed
savers


